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old world highlights® 
Not only will you have an enriching experience 
ashore, but you also learn about your destinations 
during each cruise. Our Old World Highlights  
program is designed to complement Viking shore 
excursions with additional learning and enhancement:  
language lessons, hands-on cuckoo clock-making 
demonstrations, classes in cooking local specialties 
like our apple strudel workshop, seminars on Russian 
history and culture, or a Tai Chi lesson from a 
Chinese master—offered on deck as you cruise 
through the Yangtze morning mist. These in-depth 
experiences are included as an essential part of 
discovering more about the places through which 
you cruise, and each activity is planned specifically 
to illuminate each itinerary.

culture curriculumSM 
Sometimes you want to dig a little deeper. We offer 
a series of onboard multimedia talks to shed light 
on the history and culture of the places you visit. 
Learn about the Dutch Masters or various painters 
in France’s Seine region while traveling through 
Europe, the fall of Communism in Russia, or the 
importance of China’s dynasties while sailing along 
the Yangtze River.

expert program directors 
Our Program Directors have been selected for their 
comprehensive knowledge of the regions where we sail.  
They have a fine appreciation of each destination’s 
nuances and a genuine passion for travel. And, they 
also have uncanny people skills, tending to the needs  
of our guests from the first moment through the end  
of every journey. We frequently hear that one of the 
most memorable things about a trip with Viking is 
the close personal relationship that develops with our 
expert Program Directors.

travel companion books 
We provide each guest with a complimentary Travel  
Companion book. Each one contains information 
about the region and destinations, local stories and 
legends, and a kilometer-by-kilometer guide listing 
locations and attractions along the river—with space  
for your own notes.

we manage everything 
Best of all, there is no need to do research or make  
arrangements in advance. We take care of all the details 
—transportation, reservations, entry fees and more. 
You return home enriched with wonderful memories.

The Viking experience—scenery, history 
and cultural enrichment
Phenomenal scenery surrounds your ship as it glides gracefully along one of the world’s great rivers. 

But the Viking experience is so much more—with a perfect combination of shore excursions, lectures, 

demonstrations and performances, every journey is a cultural adventure.

immersive shore excursions 
Imagine wandering the halls of the Hermitage 
Museum in Russia’s St. Petersburg, sampling the 
fine wines of French Burgundy in colorful Beaune, 
or strolling the courtyards of the Forbidden City 
in Beijing, China. Perhaps you will pull a print in 
Mainz, Germany from the exact same type of press 
that Johannes Gutenberg used when he created 
the original 42-line printed Bible, or marvel at the 
incredible dexterity of a Chinese artist crafting fine 
porcelain wares.

When traveling with Viking, you enjoy at least  
one shore excursion every day. These guided tours 
bring you closer to the culture, people and history 
of your destinations—and virtually all excursions are  
included in the cruise fare, providing great value and  
an incredibly rich experience. In most ports, you will  
also have some leisure time for shopping or whatever  
suits your fancy. And of course, if you would prefer 
not to join the organized shore excursion you’re always  
free to explore as you choose—independently.

never miss a word 
With our Quietvox tour headphones, there are 
no worries about missing any of the interesting 
details on your shore excursions. This popular 
program provides personal headsets for all travelers. 
A lightweight portable receiver is easily clipped to 
your belt or slipped into a pocket, and a comfortable  
headset with individual volume control allows you 
to hear your guide’s comments no matter where you  
are standing. Individual volume controls make every  
place on your tour the ‘best seat in the house.’

x  Learn about wine from a master

V i k ing    R iver     C ruises    

x  Catch all the facts on every tour

“�Our European cruise was the best trip we have ever taken. There is now a debate at  

our house over the next destination—but there is no question about the cruise line.”

– Robert & Patricia Dittrich; New Ulm, MN
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DINING ONBOARD AND ASHORE 
Classic cuisine is yours onboard our ships, with 
gourmet specialties from the regions where we sail,  
as well as Western-style favorites. If your itinerary  
includes meals ashore, restaurants have been  
selected to represent local culinary delights.

SHORE EXCURSIONS 
Many of the highlights of a Viking trip are found on  
our guided tours. You’ll be immersed in local culture  
on an excursion every day, and virtually all of these 
activities are included.

PERFORMANCES & DEMONSTRATIONS 
Viking itineraries feature cultural events—such as a  
Chinese acrobatic performance or a Dutch wooden 
shoe carving demonstration. Nearly all of these 
enriching experiences are also included.

ONBOARD LECTUREs 
Our new Culture Curriculum lectures focus on the 
history of the regions through which we sail, 

with topics ranging from the painters of the Seine 
to the Russian economy. They are another facet of 
our all-inclusive package.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
Viking “cruisetour” packages include overnight stays  
in major cities. In Europe, we offer quality hotels 
in central locations and in China our guests stay at 
5-star properties such as Westin, Raffles and others.

OPTIONAL excursions 
You can also take advantage of occasional options 
that do cost a bit extra. If these experiences sound 
right for you, they are worth every penny. Here are 
just a few examples:

x Attend a classical concert in Vienna
x Take a World War II history tour in Nuremberg
x Savor a Moselle Valley wine-tasting journey
x Visit Moscow’s State Tretyakov Gallery
x Enjoy an opera in Odessa, Ukraine

All-inclusive packages—another Viking hallmark
A frequent comment about ocean cruise lines is that so many things are not included. But with Viking, 

your fare includes just about everything—from meals, enrichment lectures and shore excursions to hotel 

accommodations on our “cruisetour” itineraries. A Viking vacation is an excellent travel value.

Viking River Cruises—a great travel value
However you look at it, a Viking vacation is an outstanding value. As we’ve said, Viking guests never have  

that feeling of being “nickel-and-dimed.” All meals are included on virtually every itinerary, plus daily 

shore excursions, port charges, entry fees and so on. Here are even more ways that Viking maximizes the 

value of your travel dollar.

price guarantee 

Once you have paid in full for your trip, you will 
be unaffected by currency fluctuations, taxes, fees  
and oil prices. We guarantee it.

air travel — best through viking 

Because of our airline relationships, Viking can offer  
very competitive prices. Our airfares include taxes, 
fees, fuel surcharges—and best of all, transfers to and  
from your ship or hotel. This eliminates luggage 
hassles and saves you hundreds of dollars in taxis 
and shuttles. See page 152.

electronic funds transfer 

Viking now accepts electronic debits to your  
checking account, a quick and convenient way  
to pay for your vacation.

early booking discount 

Reserve early and save—up to $1,200 per stateroom 
—and get your first choice of sailing. See your travel  
agent, call 1-877-668-4546 (1-877-66VIKING) or 
visit vikingrivercruises.com for details.

past guest discount 

This discount is now a part of our new 
Viking Explorer Society program! See page 150. 

refer-a-friend discount 

Share the delights of travel and save on your next 
Viking journey. See page 151 for information.

group leader discount 

Put together a group of nine others and you travel 
free! Call 1-888-505-7984 to learn more.

x  The perfect mix of touring and relaxation

“�Everything was first-class: 5-star hotels…all the guided sightseeing tours…excellent shows 

and dinners were all included in the package. We didn’t have to pay for anything except 

gratuities. We enjoyed every bit of this tour.”

– Edward & Juanita Chan; Washington, DC
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Select cruise & tour destinations

Cruise embarkation & disembarkation 
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the world of viking
If you close your eyes and think about your next voyage, what do you see? Is it a charming café on 

a cobblestone street in Europe? Or the gold-tipped onion domes in Moscow’s Red Square? Are you 

standing on the ramparts of the Great Wall of China? Wherever you want to go—in Europe, Russia 

or China—Viking can take you there in style. Return home after an incredible journey, enriched 

with wonderful new memories and in-depth knowledge of our fascinating world.
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Viking River Cruises & UNESCO World Heritage
All travelers have lists of “places to visit”—some of countries, some of cities—but the ultimate travel checklist  

is that of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites. UNESCO was created by the United Nations in 1945 and is  

best known for its World Heritage Site program, dedicated to identifying and conserving  

sites of outstanding cultural or natural importance. These are the most fascinating places  

in the world—and Viking River Cruises can take you to many of them. Below is a 

sampling of just some of the places we visit on our Europe, Russia and China itineraries.  

For more information, visit vikingrivercruises.com and unesco.org.

R u ssi   a

historic center of st. petersburg

Known as “Venice of the North”  
for its numerous canals and bridges, 
St. Petersburg was founded in  
1703 by Peter the Great. Temporarily 
renamed Leningrad during the 
Cold War, the city’s architectural 
heritage is rich, featuring examples 
of both baroque and neoclassical 
styles, such as in the Winter Palace 
and the Hermitage. 
(See pages 90, 98)

kremlin & red square, moscow

Moscow’s Kremlin, built between 
the 14th and 17th centuries,  
has historically functioned as the 
religious and political center of 
Russia. At the foot of its ramparts 
lies historic Red Square, setting  
of the colorful, onion-domed  
St. Basil’s Cathedral, perhaps the 
country’s most iconic Russian 
Orthodox monument. 
(See pages 90, 98) 

x  The Hermitagex  St. Basil’s Cathedral

e u r o p e

historic center of vienna (austria)

One of the area’s earliest inhabited 
Celtic and Roman settlements, Vienna  
developed into the capital of the 
Austro-Hungarian empire. Music, 
theater, art, architecture, education 
and the sciences have always 
flourished here, and the city is  
rich in history and culture. 
(See pages 24, 32, 52, 58, 64, 68)

x  Hofburg Palace

cologne cathedral (germany)

Construction of this Gothic 
masterpiece, one of the world’s 
largest churches, began in 1248 and 
took seven centuries to complete. 
Escaping allied bombing in WW II, 
Cologne’s Cathedral is considered 
an “exceptional work of human 
creative genius,” containing artistic 
treasures, intricate stained glass 
windows and religious relics. 
(See pages 24, 38, 42, 58)

Würzburg Residenz (germany)

This magnificent baroque palace—
filled with frescoes, paintings and fine 
furniture—is one of Germany’s largest 
and most beautiful. The palace was 
built in the 18th century by a talented 
international group of architects, 
painters, sculptors and stucco-
workers; damaged during WW II,  
restoration occurred from 1945-1987. 
(See pages 24, 48, 58)

x  Residenz Palace, Würzburg

historic center of prague (czech republic)

Dating as far back as the 11th 
century, the Old Town, Lesser Town 
and New Town of Prague make up 
the magnificent historic city center. 
With monuments such as Hradcany 
Castle, St. Vitus Cathedral, Charles 
Bridge and numerous churches 
and palaces, Prague is an exciting 
cultural destination. 
(See pages 48, 72)

x  Charles Bridge

old town of regensburg (germany)

A lovely medieval town located  
on the Danube River in Bavaria, 
Regensburg’s history as a wealthy 
trading center is apparent. A large 
number of well-preserved Roman, 
Romanesque and Gothic buildings 
are found here, including the 
market, City Hall, Cathedral and 
elegant patrician houses. 
(See pages 24, 32, 52, 58)

banks of the seine in paris (france)

Wide avenues and architectural 
masterpieces of Paris, including 
iconic landmarks such as the 
Louvre, Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame 
Cathedral and Place de la Concorde, 
as well as graceful bridges like the 
Pont Neuf and Pont Alexandre III, 
can best be viewed from the banks 
of the Seine River. 
(See pages 48, 72)

x  Eiffel Tower

x  Regensburgx  Cologne Cathedral

summer palace

UNESCO has declared Beijing’s 
serene Summer Palace an 
“outstanding expression of the 
creative art of Chinese landscape 
garden design, incorporating the 
works of humankind and nature  
in a harmonious whole.” The hills, 
water, palaces, temples and bridges 
combine to make this former imperial  
retreat exceptionally beautiful.  
(See pages 110, 118, 124)

the great wall

At approximately 4,000 miles long, 
the Great Wall is the world’s longest 
manmade structure and was recently 
voted one of the New 7 Wonders  
of the World. Walk its ramparts  
and see spectacular views from 
where guards stood in defense  
of China and its capital, Beijing. 
(See pages 110, 118, 124)

classical gardens of suzhou

Classical Chinese garden design, 
which seeks to recreate natural 
landscapes in miniature, is masterfully 
illustrated in the nine gardens of 
the historic city of Suzhou. Dating 
from the 11th to the 19th centuries, 
the gardens meticulously reflect the 
profound metaphysical importance 
of natural beauty in Chinese culture. 
(See page 110)

Forbidden city (imperial palace)

With 980 surviving buildings 
spread across 1,600 acres, this 
world’s largest palace complex was 
once open only to Ming and Qing 
Dynasty emperors and their guests. 
Today, you may pass through its 
monumental gates and explore the 
landscapes, palaces and artifacts 
that have influenced centuries of 
Chinese architecture and culture. 
(See pages 110, 118, 124)

potala palace, lhasa

The Potala Palace, chief residence 
of the Dalai Lama since the 7th 
century, symbolizes Tibetan 
Buddhism’s central role in the 
traditional administration of Tibet. 
The complex, comprising the White 
and Red Palaces with ancillary 
buildings, offers panoramic views 
of the entire Lhasa Valley at an 
altitude of over 12,000 feet. 
(See page 124)

x  Great Wall x  Suzhou’s canals

x  Summer Palace Pagoda

x  Forbidden City x  Potala Palace

terra cotta warriors

Thousands of life-sized and lifelike 
soldiers, along with their horses, 
chariots and weapons, were buried 
with China’s first emperor in 209 B.C. 
in order to help him rule another 
empire in the afterlife. The site was 
discovered in 1974; eventually 8,000 
figures and an enormous manmade 
necropolis were unearthed. 
(See pages 110, 118, 124)

x  Terra Cotta Warriors
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